100                               MEDIJBVAL   KINGSHIP

The young Henry was quickly brought face to face with realities during
the Welsh rebellion. He accompanied his father into North Wales in October
1400 ; and in the following year was sent to Chester to direct operations
against the rebels. Being much too young for executive responsibility he was
consequently placed in the charge of Hotspur, the justiciar of North Wales,
upon whom actually devolved the work of maintaining the English authority
in the northern districts of the principality. Hotspur was the ideal tutor for
a young prince : hot-tempered and impetuous he might be, but he had a wide
experience of border warfare, and he was justly accounted one of the best
soldiers of his day. But he soon withdrew from North Wales, and the young
Henry had to turn to others for guidance.

In March 1403 the council appointed the prince " the King's Lieutenant in
the Marches of Wales." Although only sixteen he diligently applied himself to
the task of crushing the rebellion of the Welsh; and shortly after he took up
his new duties he conducted a daring raid into the heart of the rebel country,
taking Owen Glyn Difrr's " chief mansion " of Sycharth in Llansilin parish and
ravaging his Glyndyfrdwy lands in the valley of the Dee. This raid is memorable
because the young Henry had the foresight to carry with him into Wales supplies
of stores for men and horses ; and this cancelled the advantage which the Welsh
hoped to derive from a countryside purposely desolated to impede the English
progress. He fought at Shrewsbury, and early in the fight was wounded in the
face by an arrow; but, so we learn, " he refused to leave the field lest his departure
from amongst his men might have stricken some fear into their hearts."

Upholding the English authority in Wales was at best a thankless task for
an energetic young man. Time after time well-laid plans were wrecked owing
to lack of funds ; and warnings that the rebels would triumph unless money for
the payment of troops and the purchase of stores was forthcoming were too
often shamelessly disregarded or only partially heeded by the government.
Henry's brilliant victory over Rhys Gethin at Grosmont in March 1405 was
followed up by a relentless harrying of the retreating rebel forces up the valley of
the Usk; and not bothering to attempt the defeat of isolated forces the prince
hurled his army against Owen Glyn D$r's headquarters at.Aberystwyth and
Harlech. His first attempt to take the former castle failed owing to the resolute
defence of .the garrison and their relief by Owen himself (1407); but Henry was
not disheartened by this reverse, and in the following year the attack was re-
newed vigorously. Aberystwyth fell: at the end of the year, or early in 1409,
Harlech was also taken. These triumphs virtually represented the end of the
rebellion, though Owen Glyn D$r himself was never taken, nor would he accept
the pardon offered by his gallant young foe; and after 1409 the young Henry's
time was wholly taken up with business in London.

It was in the wild country of Wales that the foundation of Henry's military